


NEWSLETTER OF THE  LONGWOOD VILLAGE GROUP GRGROUP





LiVinG  in  Longwood


   (  SPRING/SUMMER  2009    (





Hello from the LVG Committee





How lovely it is to see the beautiful daffodils and crocuses which are heralding that Spring is here.   This season also brings a golden opportunity for those of you who are madly taking photos for the Calendar Competition which will be judged at the September Art Weekend.  We are hoping to see lots of entries again this year.  


We have had some very successful events over the past few months including the superb Christmas Coffee Morning and the excellent King Arthur Pantomime performed by the St Mark’s players not to mention all the other events which have taken place and activity groups who meet at the Mechanics Hall each week.  We would like to thank and congratulate all those who have made these events the successes they are.





If you are able to help us in any way and would like to get involved we would be very happy to hear from you.  





Best Wishes 





The LVG Committee





LONGWOOD SING





The Sing is a traditional gathering to mark the end of the Longwood Festival; now in its 137th continuous year - including through both World Wars and with a highpoint in 1968 when the then current Prime Minister Harold Wilson attended. The aim of the Sing is to raise funds for local medically-related causes. At the event the hills around Nab Tower fill with an audience who join in a family service, supported by a Brass Band, local Choral Societies, some of the local schools and the people of Longwood.





As popular and enjoyable as a Carol Service, you can even take your own picnic along or head down to the tea at St Mark’s Parish Centre afterwards. This time last century The Sing was such a powerful force two members of its committee were on the Board of the Huddersfield Royal Infirmary, whilst the tea saw 17 barrels of beer and 6 pigs consumed. Now it is smaller, but still as important an occasion in the minds of the locals. Come along & enjoy the views of the Colne Valley: 2.30 pm, Sunday 13th September





Charles Ross


Sing Chairman





For relaxation, tranquillity, flexibility and discovery


Hatha Yoga Classes


will start week commencing 


April 20th 2009, in the Mechanics Hall Longwood.


Mondays: 10.am – 11 am


Tuesdays: 2 pm – 3 pm


Friday’s:10 am – 11 am


The cost will be £3.50 per session and all mats and equipment will be provided


For further information contact Catherine Eastwood on 07814 019379 or email: cath3hope@hotmail.com





By and Buy Community Shop and Drop By Community Resource





On Monday April 27th we are celebrating the 10th birthday of the By and Buy Shop.  You are all invited to come to the shop to help us to celebrate.  It is amazing how much we have achieved in 10 years thanks to the diligent work of our volunteers.





We are also launching the Drop By Community Resource.  This is the Drop By Shop with extras.  We now offer a wider programme of social meetings which includes craft sessions and moving more often exercise classes.  We hope that we will have plenty of different sessions in the coming months and invite you all to come to sample them.





Sue Starr








LONGWOOD VILLAGE GROUP     AGM





FOLLOWED BY A MEMBERS CHEESE AND WINE EVENING





FRIDAY, 8TH MAY - 7.30 PM IN THE MECHANICS HALL, LONGWOOD.





WE HOPE YOU WILL COME AND JOIN US.





Kirklees Community Awards





Longwood is now very much on the map. January 8th saw Norma, Reg, Ray, Christine and Christina, some of the LVG Committee, have an evening to be remembered at the Town Hall. The very first Kirklees Volunteer Awards Ceremony was presented and a most enjoyable evening it was. Tables were laid out beautifully with exciting dishes. The atmosphere was friendly and happy and was hosted by Nina Hossain ITV broadcaster who kept things moving very well. LVG was second runner up in the Organisation of the year and Derek Fairbank (the Mechanics Hall Manager) was ninth runner up in the Individual Volunteer of the Year category.  It was good to see so many voluntary organisations being represented showing just how many worthwhile voluntary projects take place in our town.





Norma Jones





LONGWOOD HERITAGE TRAIL:  GOOD NEWS!





LVG have been awarded a grant of £2k to help towards the printing costs of the walk leaflets.  As mentioned in the previous Newsletter there are three walks in and around Longwood and it is hoped that the leaflets will be available soon.


�The leaflets  will be distributed via local libraries, tourist information offices, the Mechanics Hall in Longwood and various other outlets.





2009 Longwood Village Horticulture and Handicrafts Show – Saturday 3rd October





A new event for the calendar this year is going to be a traditional village show with a variety of categories including flowers, fruit, vegetables, cakes, preserves, needlework and model building with some specific classes for children.





Although the event is primarily about fun, entertainment and a chance to show off what you produce in your home and garden there will be cash prizes for all categories and an over all show champion for the person who accumulates the most prizes from their entries.  You will be permitted to enter as many items in as many classes as you like, but each item entered will attract a nominal entry fee.





In addition to the traditional classes we have also secured funding, from Kirklees Council, for the distribution of 1,700 packets of pumpkin seeds (yours should be included with this newsletter) to the residents of Longwood so that we can have a giant pumpkin competition with a cash prize of £50.00.  This enables the residents of Longwood to plant out their seeds now and not only grow for the competition but also to save the pumpkins they don’t enter for making into Halloween lanterns or even for cooking into delicious soups and pies.





Information about the show will be available at the LVG May coffee morning where we will also have support from Colne Valley Garden Centre offering advice and free compost and pots to get your seeds started.  





Pumpkins are very easy to grow and thrive well in the climate of Longwood just follow these simple steps –


Plant seeds in small pots in April or May and place indoors in a warm sunny spot, water occasionally to keep the compost moist.


Once the seeds have sprouted and small plants develop choose the best looking plants and transplant to larger pots, tubs, barrels or sunny spots in your garden and water well.  Try not to expose your seedlings to the harshest elements of the weather and shelter from the wind.


As the plants grow they will send out long vines with flowers attached, some of these flowers will develop into the baby fruit that then grow to be the giant pumpkins we’re after.


If you’re after growing real giants then you may have to limit the number of fruit that you allow to develop on each vine.





Full instructions are included on the back of every packet of seeds and no doubt many of you will have ideas, or secrets passed on through the family, on how best to grow prize winning giant vegetables.





Further details of the classes, prizes and how to enter will be distributed lateralong with the show programmes and entry forms.





We look forward to seeing you and your pumpkins in October.


Barney Harle








Members of LVG Committee are:						Sub Committee for Mechanics Hall:


   Ray Collier - Chairman (01484 656389)		Jeff Carr			   Derek Fairbank 


   Brenda Hey - Secretary				Christine Collier		   Alison Fairbank


   Graham Purnell - Treasurer				Jean Jackson		   Krishna Patel


   Christina Rangeley - Membership Secretary		Norma Jones		   Adam Rowbottom


						Reg Jones











WOODCHIP PROJECT





The Lottery funded “Woodchip” Project is now entering its final year.  In the four years that this project has been running there have been significant improvements in the way that the wood has been treated and we are starting to see the benefits of the management that has been ongoing.





We are happy to report that we have not (as far as we are aware) had a single motorbike or quad bike on the woodland area for nearly two years now.  We unfortunately suffered a minor amount of vandalism during the Spring half term holiday period when our notice board was attacked, a section of stock fence was broken down and a small section of dry stone wall was demolished.  These damages have now been fully repaired.  





During November Kirklees Environment Alliance in conjunction with the Woodchip Project Managers and other volunteers undertook the planting of 124 berry bearing bushes and shrubs in the wood as part of a biodiversity project aimed at improving the woodland environment for hedge sparrows (dunnock) and song thrushes.  Our loyal band of volunteers have been involved in a shovelling marathon which has seen us remove very large amounts of fallen leaf mould and mud from the main footpath that runs through the north eastern end of the woodland from the golfers footpath to Whingate Farm.





Entotax, the company that were undertaking the wildlife surveys for us over two full years have now completed all their data gathering and are currently in the process of compiling the final report. It is hoped that when this is completed that we will organise a couple of evenings at the Mechanics Hall where anyone who is interested will be able to come along and listen to a presentation of their findings.





There are still plenty of improvements to be made in the woodland.  We are constantly removing litter and rubbish, particularly beer bottles and cans.  There are still large areas of walls that require repair and rebuilding and there is another long section of metalled track that requires large amounts of leaf fall and mud removed from it to leave a hard surfaced clean mud free path to walk on.  It may be hard work, but its good fun and a cheaper way of getting fit than going to the gym.  You get the exercise the fresh air and coffee and biscuits at Raymond and Christine’s afterwards.





If you are interested in helping with this project please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:collierj2@sky.com" ��collierj2@sky.com� and then we will include you on our mailing list.





Raymond and Christine Collier 








LONGWOOD VILLAGE GROUP MEMBERSHIP FORM 





NAME  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





ADDRESS  …………………………………………………………………………………………………..





…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





POST CODE  ………………………………………..  TEL NO  ………………………………………….





EMAIL  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





NEW MEMBER? / RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP?  (Please indicate which)





ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  £1.00      		ENCLOSED        YES           NO  





LIFE MEMBERSHIP £5.00			ENCLOSED        YES           NO	





VOLUNTEER:    REGULAR OR OCCASIONAL                    Regular               Occasional





IT WOULD HELP US TO KNOW IF YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR INTEREST.  PLEASE INDICATE BELOW:





ENVIRONMENTAL/CONSERVATION			HOUSING/PLANNING


TRAFFIC/TRANSPORT					COMMUNITY FACILITIES


HISTORIC BUILDINGS/HERITAGE				COFFEE MORNINGS





Please return completed forms to Tina Rangeley, 89 Prospect Road, Longwood, Huddersfield HD3 4UY 


Completed forms can be put through the letter box at the Mechanics Hall, Longwood, or you can pass on your form to any member of the LVG Committee at one of the monthly Coffee Mornings (held the first Saturday of every month).               We look forward to hearing from you.








Calendar Dates – St Mark’s





Treasures of West Yorkshire


Saturday, 2nd May to Sunday 10th May


Church open all week 


10 am – 12 noon and 2 pm – 4 pm


Refreshments available





Afternoon Garden Party at the Vicarage


Saturday 11th July


Entertainment, games, refreshments


(held in St Mark’s Centre if wet)





Christmas Fayre


St Mark’s Centre


Saturday 14th November


11 am – 3 pm


50p entry, various stalls and substantial refreshments





Christmas Coffee Morning


St Mark’s Centre


10 am – 12 noon











LVG Coffee Morning Appeal


If you would like to help at the Coffee Mornings please contact one of the Committee.  The Coffee Mornings are very popular and extra pairs of hands would be very welcome.





Events Diary:


2nd May – Coffee Morning, where, amongst other things, there will be plants on sale and further information on the Village Show.  


8th May – Longwood Village Group AGM followed by a members Cheese and Wine evening. 7.30 start.


12th & 13th Sept – Longwood Art and Sing Weekend.





LVG Coffee Mornings are held the first Saturday of every month 10 am – 12 noon.  Further information on the Coffee Mornings and other events is posted on the Notice Board at the bottom of Longwood and also in the Mechanics Hall.




















MAMA MIA


AN EVENING OF 


ABBA MUSIC


including


3 COURSE MEAL


Optional Fancy Dress – with prizes


Friday 15th May &


 Saturday 16th May


7.30 pm start


also


Friday 5th June &


Saturday 6th June


7.30 pm start





Held in the Mechanics Hall


£10 per ticket


For further info contact 


J Watson Tel 460999
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